


[Date]

[Institute Name]
[Institute address]


Re: Support letter for the expression of interest to become an Associated Facility of CERIC-ERIC


To Whom It May Concern,

In relation to the request of the [Applying institute’s/group name] to become an associated facility of CERIC-ERIC, through this letter the [Legal Representative’s position, Institution name] declares:
· To commit to confer in-kind the instrumentation as described in the application form, to the CERIC Consortium, for its inclusion in CERIC’s open access calls.
· To accept CERIC’s user policy, that defines the access through a single entry point, the management of the proposals and their peer review evaluation performed by CERIC, as defined in Article 8 of CERIC statutes[footnoteRef:1] and procedures, aligned with the European Charter of access to Research Infrastructures. [1:  CERIC-ERIC statutes are available at https://www.ceric-eric.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/STATUTES-OF-CERIC-ERIC-Consolidated-Version-16.01.2022.pdf
CERIC-ERIC statutes, Article 8: Users' Access Policy
1. CERIC-ERIC shall offer external users free open access to the scientific utilities available at the Partner Facilities, through a common entry point and selection based on international peer-review system, using solely the criteria of scientific quality of the proposed experiments, thus developing an ‘ERA open Operation mode’ striving to attract the best international users. To this end CERIC-ERIC shall take every possible action to ensure ‘free open access’ to the scientific utilities.] 

· To commit to make the data produced at the facility by CERIC open access users, public in a maximum period of 3 years (with the exceptions mentioned in CERIC’s data policy, 5.14[footnoteRef:2]). [2:  CERIC-ERIC Scientific Data policy, article 5.14: The PI can request an extension of the embargo period by following the facility defined procedure - https://www.ceric-eric.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CERIC-Scientfic-Data-Policy.pdf] 


Sincerely,
[Legal representative’s name, position & signature]

