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In the beginning:  
The Scientific Problem  

A  
new  

Catalytic material 

A new 
ion-channel 
structure*  

* Napolitano, L.M.R., et al. PNAS, 2015, 112 (27), E3619 
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Identify the instruments  
you need  

ESCA 

HR-TEM 

SANS 

NMR 

CERIC	  allows	  you	  to	  choose	  more	  than	  one	  instrument	  in	  your	  proposal	  
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After submission: 
The Review Process 

Pre-‐submission	  

Technical	  evalua3on	  

Edi3ng	  

Submission	  

Technical	  evalua3on	  

Scien3fic	  evalua3on	  

Scheduling	  

Report	  

  
Ø  The innovative CERIC two-steps deadline  
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A Short Guide to Proposal 
Writing  
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General Points 

A	  CERIC	  Proposal	  consists	  of:	  
a)  The	  	  Electronic	  Applica7on	  Form;	  
b)  The	  Proposal	  Descrip7on	  Form.	  	  	  	  

Ø  Electronic	  applica7on	  form	  
•  	  is	  filled-‐in	  online	  in	  the	  Virtual	  Unified	  Office	  (VUO)	  	  

Ø  Proposal	  Descrip7on	  Form	  
•  Main	  document	  that	  describes	  your	  proposal;	  uploaded	  as	  rE	  or	  pdf	  
•  Template	  is	  downloaded	  from	  the	  VUO	  	  
•  Submission	  of	  different	  formats	  is	  not	  possible	  
-‐>	  	  ALWAYS	  respect	  the	  template!	  	  
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General Points 

There	  is	  a	  high	  compe77on	  for	  experiment	  3me	  in	  CERIC	  
	  Some	  instruments	  have	  an	  acceptance	  rate	  of	  35%	  

	  
Ø  The	  proposal	  must	  be	  scien7fically	  compelling	  and	  compe77ve	  

•  Build	  a	  strong	  scien7fic	  case	  where	  your	  CERIC	  experiment	  could	  
	  	  	  	  	  give	  a	  result	  which	  allows	  a	  significant	  advance	  in	  a	  specific	  field.	  	  	  

•  Write	  a	  highly	  targeted	  proposal	  with	  a	  clear	  scien3fic	  problem,	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  avoid	  to	  broad	  or	  	  blurry	  aims	  and	  goals	  	  
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General Points 

Ø  The	  reviewers	  have	  a	  lot	  of	  proposals	  to	  read!	  
•  The	  proposal	  has	  to	  be	  self-‐contained	  
•  All	  important	  informa3on	  must	  be	  given	  in	  the	  proposal	  
•  Reviewers	  usually	  don’t	  have	  the	  3me	  to	  get	  addi3onal	  informa3on	  
•  Technically	  poorly	  wriXen	  proposals	  (typos,	  errors,	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  not	  respec3ng	  the	  format)	  might	  get	  a	  bad	  mark	  
•  Structure	  is	  important!	  Write	  clear	  and	  easy	  to	  read.	  	  

Ø  Consult	  the	  instrument	  scien7st	  	  
•  Target	  the	  measurements	  to	  the	  instruments	  you	  need	  
•  Clearly	  iden3fy	  how	  your	  experiment	  can	  be	  done	  and	  wheather	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  it	  can	  give	  you	  the	  results	  you	  need	  
•  Get	  advice	  on	  the	  number	  of	  shi\s	  needed	  	  
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The proposal template 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  

1.   Background	  	  
Should	  describe	  the	  scien3fic	  or	  technological	  
problem	  and	  its	  context.	  
	  
2.	  Mo7va7on	  
Should	  include	  informa3on	  about	  previous	  
experiments	  and	  expected	  achievements.	  It	  
should	  explain	  how	  the	  experiment	  sheds	  light	  
on	  the	  problem	  described	  in	  the	  background	  	  
	  
3.	  Experimental	  Plan	  
Should	  describe	  all	  steps	  your	  proposal	  
includes,	  from	  sample	  prepara3on	  to	  data	  
analysis.	  Be	  as	  specific	  as	  you	  can	  here.	  
	  
4.	  Explain	  why	  this	  work	  calls	  for	  access	  to	  
CERIC	  
Due	  to	  the	  high	  demand,	  it	  is	  essen3al	  to	  jus3fy	  
the	  need	  for	  the	  advanced	  techniques	  offered	  
at	  CERIC.	  	  
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The Electronic Application Form: 
 

A Tutorial 
 




